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Meet the New Tourism Heroes of San Luis Obispo County 
SLO CBID Launches Comprehensive Stewardship Travel Program  

Throughout WineCoastCountry  

  

San Luis Obispo, CA – March 11, 2013 – The San Luis Obispo County Business Improvement District 

(SLO CBID) is launching the country’s first integrated Stewardship Travel Program throughout 

WineCoastCountry this fall. Designed for travelers who desire more authentic, meaningful and caring 

experiences while on vacation, visitors will now have the opportunity to explore the 10 WineCoastCountry 

regions while making a positive difference in the regions they visit. Stewardship travel allows visitors the 

unique occasion to work and play alongside knowledgeable locals who have dedicated their livelihoods to 

conservation. Visitors will participate in activities such as beach clean-ups, gathering acorns for oak 

regeneration, historical building restoration, planting seedlings, restoring natural habitats and trail building. 

 

“As the first large region in California and the country to create an innovative Stewardship Travel program, we 

are taking care of our historical and natural assets while growing our local economies to make a difference,” 

says CBID Stewardship Traveler Director Diane Strachan. “This is one path towards sustainability.  This is 

tourism for the 21st century.”   

 

Tourism trends show that visitors want to be more involved in helping their destination through activities and 

donations for a region’s culture, heritage, and natural environment. According to a study by National 

Geographic Center for Sustainable Destinations, 58.5 million Americans say they would pay more to use a 

travel company that strives to protect and preserve the environment. Of these people, the majority (61%) said 

they would pay five to ten percent more to use such companies. 

 

Leading the way are the Stewardship Tourism Heroes throughout WineCoastCountry who are making this 

program possible. Two of these dynamic people are Jo Ellen Butler and Ron Rasmussen.   

 

Jo Ellen Butler, Executive Director of Friends of Fiscalini Ranch Preserve  

 

 

Jo Ellen Butler fell in love with Fiscalini Ranch as a visitor in the early 1970s and became 

a board member in early 2000. Through the collaboration with the WineCoastCountry 

Stewardship Travel Program, in addition to the educational monthly docent ranch walks, 

visitors will now be able to participate in the Fiscalini Ranch Volunteer Workdays held 

on the third Saturday of each month.  “There will certainly be benefits for the ranch with 

the new program,” says Butler.  “The Stewardship Traveler Program will bring people to 

the county who want to be part of the solution.” 



 

“The Ranch has always been a refuge for me.  It is such a place of quiet beauty I moved here to help it when it 

needed help,” says Butler.  “Buying the land for conservation is only the beginning of taking care of public lands, 

which is why this new Stewardship Traveler program will be wonderful.  There is no one person that is a hero 

at Fiscalini Ranch Preserve,” says Butler, “many quiet and not so quiet heroes exist.  The Ranch itself, its board, 

its volunteers, the Cambria community, donors, and the California Coastal Conservancy have all been heroes.”   

 

Ron Rasmussen, Chair of the Los Osos/Moro Bay Chapter of  Small Wilderness Area Preserves (SWAP) 

 

 

After retirement 15 years ago as Adjunct Professor of Environmental Toxicology at 

the University of California, Irvine, Ron Rasmussen moved to the Central Coast. 

Now as Chair of SWAP he, in collaboration with the Board of Directors, manages El 

Moro Elfin Forest Natural Area. His association with SWAP began in 1999 as a 

volunteer on public work days taking out non-native plants, replanting with natives, 

identifying special needs and maintaining trails to protect the pygmy oak trees and 

their habitat. 

 

“It is one of my greatest hopes that by preserving the Elfin Forest and making it so accessible, that we make a 

positive impact on children and how they will care for their world,” says Rasmussen. “Maintaining an 

ecosystem in its natural state helps others understand how the natural world works. I hope that people take 

away what they have learned, felt, and experienced by walking through the Elfin Forest.  When they go back 

home they may realize that they could preserve something in their own home towns.” 

 

“I am also motivated by people like Yolanda Waddell,” continued Rasmussen. “From the start, in 1984, she was 

instrumental in saving the Elfin Forest from a housing development and has continued to provide years of 

stewardship and educational activities. She talks softly but can accomplish most anything.”    

 

For businesses and organizations in San Luis Obispo County’s unincorporated areas that are interested in 

becoming an official WineCoastCountry Stewardship Traveler Attraction for co-promotion this fall, contact 

CBID Stewardship Traveler Director Diane Strachan at di.positivefututres@gmail.com. Official Stewardship 

Traveler activities in this first year must be in the unincorporated WineCoastCountry region and include all 

three of these elements for the visitor:  A way to show care (donation and/or 1-3 hours of volunteer effort), 

learning experiences and opportunities for deeper connections to people and place. 

 

About The SLO County Business Improvement District 

The San Luis Obispo County Business Improvement District (SLO CBID) was founded in 2009 by a group of 

the area’s leading lodging owners (hotels, motels, bed and breakfasts, and vacation rentals).  Their mission is to 

promote the WineCoastCountry region as a visitor destination ideal for road trips, family vacations, wine 

tourism, adventure tourism, agri-tourism and stewardship tourism. WineCoastCountry consists of the 10 

unincorporated regions of San Luis Obispo County: Ragged Point/San Simeon, Cambria, Cayucos, 

unincorporated Morro Bay, Los Osos/Baywood Park, Avila Beach & Valley, Edna Valley, Arroyo Grande Valley, 

Oceano, and Nipomo.  The SLO CBID offers information on the area’s spectrum of attractions, activities, events 

and lodging options, with more than 500 luxury, specialty, value, and budget vacation choices available to 

visitors. For more information on the SLO CBID visit WineCoastCountry.com or contact Chief Administrative 

Officer Cheryl Cuming at 805-547-CBID (2243), admin@SLOcountyBID.com or info@WineCoastCountry.com. 

For the latest news on the area, visit our blog WineCoastCountry.com/slo, join us on Facebook 

facebook.com/VisitSloCounty and follow us on Twitter twitter.com/VisitSloCounty. 

 

### 

High Resolution Photos Available 

 

Editor/Producer Note - Part 2 - SLO Stewardship Heroes will include: 
 

1. Stewardship Heroes:  Greg (Cayucos born and raised) and Mary Bettencourt, founding board members of the Cayucos 

Land Conservancy “The Little Town that Could”.  Greg is also a founding director for the Central Coast Concerned Mountain 

Bikers, who are “SLO County leaders in collaboration parks and public lands for all-purpose use trail maintenance and 



expansion.” 

 

2. Stewardship Hero:  Leslie McGarry, aka “Sammy Steelhead”, lead volunteer for the Monterey Bay National Marine 

Sanctuary’s Coastal Discovery Center in San Simeon.  McGarry has contributed over 2,000 hrs towards keeping the Center 

running by; scheduling 30 volunteers; working with schools, creating and interpreting Old San Simeon history walks to the 

public and to Elderhostel participants; and helping to plan and run an annual ocean fair for over 800 visitors annually. 

 

3. Stewardship Hero:  Eric Meyer, visionary and leader in creating the Edna Historic Trail, part of the larger Juan Batista 

trail system currently being developed.  Meyer has invested a high level of commitment, time, and money, (bought trail 

selected properties for future trail building), and works effectively with local partners and government to structure future 

opportunities. 

 

 

 

  
 


